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1657-58 captains, but no English ship was lost. u Truly your great enemy is the Spaniard," Oliver had told parliament. u He is naturally so, by reason of that enmity that is in him against whatsoever is of God."l England had dealt that enemy a blow from which he never recovered either as a continental or a maritime Power. Blake, who for a year had been a sick man living on broths and jellies, died on August 7th, as his ship entered Plymouth Sound. Patient, hardy, masterful, merciful and chivalrous, there is no nobler figure in the sea story of England. The best epitaph was that spoken by one of his captains: "As he had lived so he continued to the end, faithful" 2

During 1656 Philip IV of Spain had made terms with Charles II, had promised him a pension and funds for an invasion, and was subsidizing the plots in England against the Protector's life. By the spring of 1657 it had become clear to Oliver that Spain must be fought on land as well as at sea. The events in the Low Countries in 1656 had convinced Mazarin that he needed the help of England. Oliver's price was Dunkirk, Spain had offered him Calais, and two years before Mazarin had talked to him of Dunkirk; he desired it not only as a bridge-head on the Continent, but to enable him the better to control the Channel and to destroy the nest of pirates in that port. " A bridle to the Dutch," wrote Thurloe, " and a door into the continent." On March 23, 1657, the treaty of Paris was signed which brought England into the centre of European politics. She was to receive Mardyck and Dunkirk, and in return to supply a fleet and 6000 men.

Turenne commanded the army of France, and he pronounced the English contingent, when it arrived under Sir John Reynolds, to be the finest troops in the world* At first the French employed Reynolds on minor sieges in the interior, till Oliver ordered Sir William Lockhart, his ambassador, to use plain words. These had their effect, and in October Mardyck was taken and handed over to an English garrison. Then came the winter hiatus, and it was not till the beginning of May 1658
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